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Fiskijan Bylgja HF have provided a document from the Icelandic Marine and Freshwater Research Institute. This states in response to the NC that the relationship between Fprox and Fmsy is not known and that the high recruitment means reductions in fishing effort should result in increases in stock biomass. While this is valid the report does state explicitly that "Age disaggregated catch data from 2010–2015 suggest that fishing mortality is too high". Fmsy can be defined as " Fishing mortality consistent with achieving Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY)” therefore "fishing mortality is too high" suggests strongly that mortality is above the Fmsy. With the absence of other information it should perhaps be considered data deficient. In my opinion the evidence provided is not sufficient to combat the NC based on the standard that Friend Of the Sea has produced.
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Fiskijan Bylgja HF have provided a document from the Icelandic Marine and Freshwater Research Institute. This states in response to the NC that while the stock biomass is low the recruitment is still high. However recruitment and biomass are two different things and in this section we are looking at biomass. It is true that the biomass is not stated to be above or below Bmsy. However the fact that it is low suggests that it may be below Bmsy and as there is no other information it should perhaps be considered data deficient. In my opinion the evidence provided is not sufficient to combat the NC based on the standard that Friend Of the Sea has produced.
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Evidence of Corrective action given below.
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