
 

 

   Milan, June 15th, 2026 

 

 

Circular 0126 

 

To All Accredited Certification Bodies (CBs) 

 

Subject: Clarification on Requirements 1.1.2 and 1.1.3 of the Friend of the Sea Wild Sustainable 

Fishing Requirements Standard (Ver. 4). 

Technical Interpretation of Limit Reference Points and Applicability to Invasive Species. 

 

This circular provides official guidance for the interpretation of requirements 1.1.2 and 1.1.3 of the 

Friend of the Sea (FOS) Wild Sustainable Fishing Requirements Standard (Ver. 4, 18/03/2020). 

These clarifications are mandatory for all upcoming assessments and surveillance audits. 

 

For reference, the specific requirements are as follows: 

 

1.1.2: The stock under consideration shall NOT be overexploited. 

Level: Essential 

Parameters and information: F ≤ Fmsy within probability range of available stock assessments or 

at least F ≤ Flim (limit reference point or its proxy). 

If overfishing of a stock under consideration of a certified fishery occurs, the certification of this 

fishery is suspended or revoked. 

 

1.1.3: The stock under consideration shall NOT be overfished. 

Level: Essential 

Parameters and information: B ≥ Bmsy within probability range of available stock assessments or 

at least B>Blim (limit reference point or its proxy). 

If the stock under consideration of a certified fishery becomes overfished, the certification of this 

fishery is suspended or revoked. 

 

Technical Definitions: Flim and Blim 

To ensure uniform application, auditors must distinguish between management targets and 

biological limits: 

Flim (Fishing Mortality Limit): This is the maximum rate of fishing mortality that a stock can sustain 

without risking long-term collapse. In practical terms, it represents the "biological ceiling." If F 

exceeds Flim, the stock is being harvested at a rate that prevents its replacement. 

Blim (Biomass Limit): This is the minimum level of spawning biomass (the "reproductive engine") 

required to ensure a high probability of successful recruitment. If a stock falls below Blim, it enters a 

state of "recruitment impairment," where the population can no longer regenerate effectively even if 

fishing stops. 



 

 

 

The CAB shall be responsible for identifying, substantiating, and documenting the scientific data and 

proxy indicators considered most appropriate and relevant to support the assessment. 

 

To further support the appropriate interpretation of these requirements, the World Sustainability 

Organization (WSO) - Friend of the Sea will organize a dedicated training course. 

Schedule: September, date and time to be confirmed. 

Format: Online/Virtual. 

Cost: Free of charge for all Certification Bodies. 

Topic: Interpretation of Stock Status Requirements of the Friend of the Sea Standard FOS Wild 

Sustainable Fishing Requirements Standard (Ver. 4). 

Detailed registration info will be sent once the day and time have been set.  

 

In faith, 

 

 

Paolo Bray 

Director and Founder of Friend of the Sea 



 

 


